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Volume 7 Editor- 


Number 1 D.G.McPhee. 
P.O..4 Box 2405 
January, 1974 NORTH BRISBANE. 
PRA‘CLARVM 


The literal translation of this Latin word is variously given as “outstanding”, 


“pre-eminent”, “of noble lineage”, “nobility” et cetera. 
The word was also used in the motto adopted by Sir Henry Royce: 
“QVIDVIS RECTE FACTVM QVAMVIS HVMILE PRASCLARVM” 


Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR. 


lf you are an avic fan of the afternoon press 
ycu will be aware of the fact that (a) this 
country is in the very best/worst of hands 8 
{o) that inflation is rising/waning by the 
hour, Despite efforts by two Parliamentry 
Parties to allay/increase cur suspicions, it 
is mare than a well known fact, the 

cost af producing our Magazire has teen less 
tran stacle, 


Despite efforts to centrcl the rising costs 
in the production of "Fraeclarwm" previous 
Editors have thrown their collective hands 
up ir torrer, reached for smelling salts 
and grcgressed into unparalleled depths of 
fits of the vapours, Of ccurse, this was of 
little cr nc avail, the costs rose and the 
vapours continued. 


Into this arena step the Memters of the new 
formed Queensland Branch ta continue the 
prediction of the magazine and exhaust all 
averues of cost reduction, You must agree, 
an unenviable taskd 


| have nc doubt that the question has been 
asked many times of late "to ceo. with the 
cost = where is the magazine?", As Editor, 
it is my job to tell you that "Praeclarvm" 
is alive and well, and has removed its 
offices to 131 Leichherdt Street, in the 
City of Brisbane, | am alsc here to tell 
that It is our intention to produce a 
magazine that we hcpe you will jock forward 
to as much and as regularly es your Branch 
Newsletter = if you fave cne. 


We have spent a great dea! of time and effort 
in searching out ways in weich we can reduce 
production costs, and have come up with the 

only answer »« do most of the work ourselves. 


We therefore produce this first issue, more 
as a sample than anything else, and in so 
doing offer our sincere thanks to those 
people who have come forward with suggestions 


cancerring the production of the magazine. In 


particular, we have to thenk the Merceges 
Benz Clut of Queenslanc for their advice and 
research into costs. 


Should you be woncering cut toc shy to ask, 
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just “ow we are producing the magazine, | 
will tell you, We have purchased a micre facec 
typewriter, are typing the sheets ourselves, 
anc then hand the lot over to the iittle 
plate waking man down the street. He does 
ris thing and hands back the resultant 
peices of card. These are hancec to our 

tame printer, he coes his bit anc presto, 

we Cave a magazine, 


Gf course, this is all based an the small 
inaal of persons contributing articles! 


My Secretary, a most persistent personage, 
has actually twisted erms to treaking point 
to cbtain all the material in this issue, 
anc has even now started hounding Members 
for their contributions for the next issue. 
|f sufficient material is made available, 

i see no reason why preduction cannot be 
increased, and more issues appear at regular 
intervals of say two months. 


We estimate that costs have been more than 
significantly reduced, and as we continue to 
gain experfence, these will be further cut, 
so that the actual Branches will! be paying 
na more than in the past. 


Member, it all depends on you, your support, 
your correspondence, and perhaps your poor 
Secretary who will be typing out your notes. 


So, what about it?. When sumtoned Ly the 
Staff of Praeclarvm Publishing Co. - do 
your cit and send us an article. 


MEET THE EDITOR. 


It is the intention of the Editorial & 
Putlishing Committee of the Praeclarva 
Company to acquaint the Members of the 
Club with as many other Members as is 
possible during our tera of office. 


Most Members will have heard of, if not 
met, our Editor, David G.McPhee. 


David was tne Founder President of the 
Queensland Branch, and at present he is 
one of the Vice Presidents, 


One could say that he is affable, easy 
going and in fact, a typical Queensland 


Having recently moved into a new home, DGM 
finds that the motor house is not yet as 
organised as it could be. He spends his spare 
time chasing cane toads (repulsive critters) 
out of the service pit, children out of the 
Ghost parts, his Secretary out of the spare 
parts, and the dog out of the water hole. 

His wife Joy, long suffering the inadequacies 
of early Queensland kitchens, is finding she 
needs an Electrical Certificate of competence 
to drive the appliances, and to top it ali off 
the family have two cats, which recently had 
families of their own, With all of this, there 
is little or no time left for the restoration 
of Ghosts. 


resident, except that he, like so many 
of the Staff of the P.P.Co. hails from 
N.S.W. 


OUR EDITOR FROM A RECENT 
CAMEO (7). 


Our sketch of hia at work is close to 
the mark, He is variously described as 
portly, rotund, beewhiskered, and has 
been reprimanded by the Pollution & 

Smog Control Boards for ruining the 
atmosphere with a foul smelling and also 
evil looking pipe. 


He is the owner of a complete 1909 Ghost, 
in chassis form, an incomplete Ghost of 
1910 (once the property of Lord Montague's 
Father), ala Salle fittea with 2 Drop 
Head Roadster Sedanca DeVille Coupe a la 
sonetring or other (with apols to Patrick 
Kane White who must by this description, 
be ready to come north and discuss the 
correct names of bocy styles with us) and 
a Mark VI Bentley. 
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OPENING OF TRANSPORT MUSEUM !N N.S.W. 


Members will be aware of the great love of It fs understood that the Museum, when it 

Veteran and Vintage Cars exhibited oy N.S.W. 48 finishec, will house a wide collection 

Member, Georce Green, of forms of transport as well as the fine 
collection of Veteran and Vintage Cars 


On a recent trip to Sydney, the writer was lovingly restored by George. 


speaking to George and learned with interest 
that after many months of planning, George 
had finally obtained approval fron all (some 0f June, 1974, 
7) local Authorities to construct a large 
Transport Museum at Liverpool, just past 
the Crossroads, 


Opening cay is tentatively put at the end 


i am sure all Members will join ae in wishing 
George every success in this undertaking. 


ON REFLECTION 


The Spirit, the essence, the aims are the sane. 
Nothing new was invented, the basic principles, 
the components, systems and asseablies were 
examined, improved , made better, - of better 
materfals, aore meticulously assembled and 
critically appraised. 


So it was through noble Ghosts, tiny twenties 
fantastic Phantoms, Thirties, Wraiths, et.al. 
The Craftsman's pride, the quality, the 
charisma, aystique, the aim, each was retained. 


Tha Queensland Branch of the Rolls-Royce Owners! 
Club of Australia, is employing the same tactics 
in developing Praeclarva. 


This fs a year of change. Austraifa's june 
metric. Asendments to our Constitution are 
foreshadowed. Analgamation of our State 
Newsletters has bean suggested. ?raiclarvm is in 
a revised foremat. the unprecedented - Knolls 
Koyces have been stolen in 1974. 


The aim to make this journal oore intimately 
your personal forum, the medium through which 
a Branch or the individual Membars can express 
thefre Club requirements or criticisms to a 
auch broader interested audiencs than can be 
achleved with a State Newsletter. 


Newsletters have a very important role in the 
Club family. Many are excellent gublications. 
But some {issues contain qality articles which 
deserve a wider circulation than confinement 
within tHe originating Stale. Such literary 
subatssions should be in Praeclarvm, and 
newsletter editors are encouraged to assess 
their material with this object in mind. 


Let Praeclarvm be critical. What does the 
Constitutional amendaent say about 
Prdsidential casting votes?. Daes the hese 
State of the President lose one of its two 
votes?. What are your interpretations, your 
views. 


Before Praeclarva is forced to go commercial 
and become too expensive to circulate, this 
Branch wants ta make it live. 


You the reader are its life blood. Show your 
interest and intention by injecting the 
nourishwent of articles, thoughts, anecdotes, 
and criticisas. 


You, the reader, are its life blood. Show 
your interest and intention by injecting 
the nourishwent of articles, thoughts, 
anecdotes and criticisas. 


Finally, the Arabs, besides their comments 
on of] prices, have a saying: 


"Three things cannot be hidden: 

A Camel in the desert, 

Saoke, and the love light in a womans 
eyes", 


They could have added a fourth: 
"Three 'HOT' Rolls-Royces. 
F.Carozzi. 


President, 
Qeensland Branch. 


"Simpkins, if you must let 
the tyre go flat - let it 
be somewhere else. You 
know what a gossip he is", 


BRANCH NEWS. REPORTS OF RECENT OUTINGS, 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The weekend of the 10th = 16th Septeaber 
was chosen to have a Club outing io 
Waikerde on the River Murray. The outing 
was led out of Adelaide on the Saturday a 
morning by Derek Hartley, and we stopped 
off near Blanchetown for a roadside 
barbeque and refreshments, which was a 
“beauty*, and then on to Waikerie, where 
the Hotel/Motel! complex outdid itself 
with accommodation and service, 


Saturday evening was occupted with a most 
enjoyable dinnar at the Hotel, attended by 
nearly forty Members, and Sunday aorning 
after picking oranges at "Sunlands", the 
Meabers gathered on the lawns of "Murray 
View" where the Waikerie Hotel again 
catered for a picnic lunch (with, of 
course, refreshments) and after luncheon 
the houseboats of Members Lance O'Neil & 
Eric Rainsford took the whole group on a 
delightful cruise along the River Murray 
returning in the early evening so that the 
Members could turn their cars towards 
Adelaide. 


All present voted it a most enjoyable day 
and satisfying weekend. 
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The next outing arranged is the Annual 
Christmas getetogether which will be 

held at Member Tos Barr-Smith's property 
at Stirling, Sunday 16th Deceuber, !t will 
be similar to last year with Members 
bringing picnic lunches to enjoy on the 
shaded lawns in the Adelaide Hills. 


L.T.Freeman 
Presicent. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES, 


The Annual Concours d'Elegance of the Branch 
was again held in the beautiful grounds of 
Vaucluse House, ance the home of one of the 
early explorers, William Charlies Wentworth. 


NEW SOUTH WALSS CONT'D 


The date was set as Sunday 18th of Noveaber 
and for once the weather behaved and gave us 
a beautiful sumny day for the event. 


Over 60 cars attended the Concours, almost 

a record number, and with 100 Members, fami iy 
and friends, we had a most enjoyable day. 
Members came from near and far, some even 
from Canberra, 


Judges Jim Kelso and Peter Thorne had a very 
difficult time deciding upon the winners 
owing to the large number of entrants but 
a decision was reached late {n the afternoon, 


As is always the case, the cars aroused a 
great deal of public interest, arid it was 
quite comaoa to see several bus loads of 
people wandering in and around the cars 
taking photos during the day. 


The day was a great success, and the well 

organised layeout of the cars §n order of 

age gave a very impressive lineeup of both 
RollseRoyces and Bentleys. 


The results were as follows:- 
Section 1 © Ail Silver Ghosts. 
Winner = George Green's 1921 Ghost 


"O01" (S6aG) 


Section 2 = All 20 hop.'s and Phantom I's, 
Winner © Ewan Cameron's 1826 P1,(17TC) 


Section 3 © All 20/25's, 25/30's, PII,PIII & 
Wraiths, 
Winner = Len Partridga's 25/30 (GMO1d} 


Secticn 4 © Post War Rolls-Royces 


Winner © Bruce Ross’ 1956 Cloud | (SYB26 


Section 5 © Pre War Bentleys = No Entry. 


Section 6 - Post War Bentleys. 
Winner © John Wrights’ 2956 Si (B406CK) 


Outright Winner Pre War = Evan Cageron's Pl, 


Outright Winner Post War = Bruce Ross! Cloud | 
Heather Ross, 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 


Following the winter break, the Club gc 
back into form at the President's 
Invitation Dinner Dance at the Pal 
Hotel, Friday, 14th September, [; 
were presented during the evening, 
round winner for the year being Dick 
Wright, a consistent and deserved win. 
Holding the dinner at the Palace brought 
pulls at the heart for many with aeaorie 


t 
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of the 1969 Federal Rally dinner weld th 
the last such function if the C weal 
Bank has its way $n demolishing the buil 


The next major event was the Quean's Bir 
lang weekend rally to York frow Sth to 8th 
of October, Club Rally Marsha} Diana Deaco 
had organised a truly mexorabis weskend, 
booking out the eatire Castle Hsia] and 
purloining part of the Race Course for 
Club Events. From the Castle Hotel, dating 
back to the 1840's, we watchsd the Annual 
York Festival and ourselves participated 
in the procession through the ceatre of the 
Town. The events at the Race Course were, to 
say the least a test of {ingenuity and wany 
previously unused muscles were required, Just 
staying on the circuit was the principal job 
of the Members! In all about 45 Members case 
for the weekend, among whom were President 
Bill Brine and Shirley Briae in Silver Cloud 
11, Percy and Marg Marken {nm Silver Dawn 
(SFC74), Cole and Hey Sengstsy ia Silver 
Cloud Wil, Peter and Diana Deacon in Cloud 
\il, Harry and May Thompson ia 20/25 (GL827) 
Dick and Mrs. Wright §n 20/25 (GAU72), a 

car with a very nubile mascot, John Markhaa 
and Colin Heath and Famiiics §n 1914 Ghost 
(54AB), John and Rosemary Hasaill in Silver 
Cloud !, Denis and Marg Sowden in Silver 
Wraith (WGC24}, and Fred Miller Robinson in 
his R type Bentley (B368TN). During the course 
of the weekend a new Member was made in Or. 

A Knight in a new Silver Shadow, Or. Knight & 
his family were espfed in York during the 
Festival procession, 


ay 


Another recent Member is Matt Saith with a 1951 
Silver Wraith James Young Touring Limousine 

(WME18), The car comes from the Eastern States 
and was seen here first at a Club Barbeque held 
by Federal President Brian Meegan, Matt and his 
Wife Shirley are just getting accustomed to the 
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size of this lerge but elegant car. 


Final event on the Calendar {s the AGA and 
social function at the ead of Noveaber, fron 
than on its hard work for the Faderai Rally. 


Tom Clarke, 
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VICTORIA, 


Report of Cricket Hatch. 


A beautiful day was spoilt (slightly) by the 
poor turn up, which was due to an unfortunate 
combinatica of circumstances: lack of publictty 
as the last azeting was cancelled, and lack cf 
faforwation due to the tardiness of the 
organiser. (Johnston - poor show! G.S.) 


Nevertheless, the modsrately large crowd which 
attended - including sost of the stalwarts from 
last year's match - witnessed two enthusfastic 
teaas playing at cricket, and locked in a very 
close contest, Victors in the final result 
were the PreeWar Cars, by the oarrow margia of 
four puns, However, the post-war cars, captained 
by Bettine Shtel, are considering lodging a 
protest, The last of the PreeWar wen belag at 
the wicket, fred Eugish (of Post Yar Teaa) ves 
positioning higss|{ to take tha easfest of 
catches, when he tripped over a beer glass, 
obviously left tiers by one of the preewar 

team from the previous §nnings. Needless to 
say, the catch was wissed, but the cry "sabotage" 
was Semediately raised and consequently the 
superfority of the preewar Cars team stil] 
remains open to question, Other moments of 
unparalleled draaa included lan Bennett's 
winning run, and our President changing the 
flat tyre on David Turner's car. 


The winner of the tan Dodd aemorfal Trophy for 
Sporting Ineptitude and Non=Achfevement has been 
chosen, His/her display was atrocious to say 

the least, and certainly made an outstanding 
contribution to the failure of the Pre-War Cars 
Teas, The winner fis in front by a narrow 

margin froa last year’s winner and preegase 
favourstefor this year's award, Jia Matches. 


Tne person whose name has been famortalized o 
by this ward, lan Ucdd, has graciously 
consented to present the award to the luck- 
less winner at the next aeeting. 


Members prasent included: 


David Turner and Judy Ann Jones. (20 hep.) 

Greg Johnstone and Chris Kerr (20 nop. C.P.KW) 

Terry Bruce (20 hep.) 

Bruce Blackburn, Andrew Brownell, Rod 

Coyle and David Kenway (Cloud |} 

Stan, Norma and Samantha Spackman Cloud I// 

Jin Matches, Audrey Mann, John & Melva 

Sproule ( Mk VI Bentley) 

Peter Shellard (briefly) 

Fred Engish (R type Continental) 

lan Dodd (Apocrypha) Beast » see Flemming 
re Moses going forth etc.) 

Owen & Marlow Bailey and assorted children 

(Mercedes 600) 
Greg Sproule (Mustang) 
Bettine Shiel (Mini), 
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Editors Note. Judging by the enjoyment 
involved in cricket, perhaps it could 

be arranged to have tours by State 
cricket teams etc, and finals to be 
played at Federal Rallies. | well 
remember seeing a N.S.W. Match when 

a much travelled and past President 
ofthat Branch managed to fill the 

water buckets with two bottles of the 
best Scotch, He was blind before he 
Started and “blind " when he finished! 
It was after this match that his 20 hop. 
achieved tne impossible © stopped by the 
police doing 65 m.p.ho! Case never appeared 
in court - he claimed, and rightly so 
that no twenty has ever been clocked at 
more than 30 m.poh, However, | have 
visions of an East versus West match, 


With some of the excellent players in 
the eastern states = one never knows 
what could happen, Think of the 
possibilities, A team made up mostly 
of Members minus their glasses ( both 
types). The west wouldn't have a hope. 
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QUEENSLAND . 


The latest Event of the Queensland Branch 
was a Navigation Qun to Bribie Island. Not 
having been in the state more than one week 
the writer had decided not to participate, 
rather would he sinply meander along and 
weet the rest at Bribie Island, Illusions 
of such a pleasant Sunday were spolied by 
the well meant intentions of the Organisers 
of the Day, Greg and Sue Dunstan, who, with 
good intentions off loaded their passengers 
into my car and stood waving anxiously as 
we navigated the parking area and out into 
the main strean of traffic,,a none too easy 
task if one considers that all Queensland 
drivers are aad, neglect to indicate their 
intentions and usually screech out "Go home 
NoS.W. (or Victorian) etc as the case may be. 


Having visited the local Creaatoria and there 
ascertaining that a certain nitche held the 
mortal remains of one who passed on to his 
Valhalla at the age of 76, we were asked to 
count the number of posts enclosing a gage 
area, Of course, you, being of sound wind 
will jump to the conclusion that we were 
approaching a wild life reserve. You could 
call it that, and in ay own experience | 
would. Mind, it was a school and the gage 
area was a tennis court which immediately 
conjured a vision af Noel Coward, and lfnes 
such aS "sse..bodies jumping through 
windows calling out, ‘any one for tennis? ‘*, 


We were next asked to "pick a blue flower® 
at a point 2.95 miles from the start. In 
the distance, | could see Members cars 
stopped alongside the road, and the Members 
including that well known Spaniard Senor 
Francesco Carozzi, (Presidente to most) 
sadly searching for blue flowers, Not to 

be beaten, we simply turned into this 
private driveway, continued along it until 
we spied the necessary flower, picked sage, 
continued around their driveway (circular 
well laid out, Bentley turned nicely in it 
thank you) waved at the astounded restdents 
and drove on, 


Having deciphered that an Early Settlers 
phone number was that of the local Pioneer 
Cement works and that Strathpine's post 
code is noneexistant { P.M.G. take note) 


| becaze sore than wary when asked to 

srevide the number of names on a rock pile. 
Having vistons of driving west to Ayres Rock 
and trying to count the names carved there-on, 
| was releived to find that in fact, it was 
no aore than a memorial to someone or other 
that stated, "Here | Ife, no wonder |'a dead, 
the wheel of a wagom, runned over ay head". 
Did not bother with the name, but it wasn't 
Byron, and managed to pass Mrs. Pat Kilvert 
heading in the same direction as ourselves 

in her wagnificent 20 h.p. 


We then learned lots of trivia, such as the 
local estate agent was selling land in an 
original named estate "Pacific Lands", that 
"Happy Daze" was the name of the Service 
Station and Grog Shop, and that happy Red 
Setters smoke Marlborough. 


We were able to ascertain that the “ale 
didn't go on Sundays, as the P.0. was not 
open, that being generous meant "Give Way" 
and that Queenslanders dont read ( only 
reason | could think of for their driving) 
and that Kal-maekuta was the last of the 
local tribe of Aborigines, and died in 1897, 
(One could understand that. Her name was 
the cause, No one could pronounce it, she 
therefore didn't have any visitors, and 
fell into a fit of selancholy, dyéag, of 
a broken heart at the early age of 103,) 


That was about the end of it all, other 
than we liad to provide a sample of aarine 
life. We fished out a jelly thingo and by 
means of a long stick aanaged to deposit it 
with the organisers, and settled down to the 
serious business of the day. 


It was nice to aeet up again with Brad & 
Phy] Page, Barry and Fay Sparkes, Wal & 
Kerry Moorhouse, Frank and Mrs. Carozzi, 
the Dunstans, Mrs, Pat Kilvert, and others 
whose names escape se, 


The surprise of the day came when the Event 
decision was anneunced. Yours truly, who 
had difficulty finding his way from home to 
the starting point had managed to win the 
event. With the help of two blessed Qld 
born and bred passengers of course. The 
prize, a large theraos (for which | feel 
there could be no use in this State, as it 
never rains, and one needs to keep things 


cold, not hot, was presented on ay request 
to my very able navigators, 
Thus ended the Navigation Rally. 
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QUEENSLAND BRANCH CHRISTMAS PARTY. 


This event was held at the home of Fred & 
Wanda Haughty and provided the author with 

the opportunity to aeet up with one of those 
legendary characters that give advice freely 
and you only find out two hours later and some 
30 miles out of the way that it was incorrect. 


| knew the vague direction of the party, and 
asking a local for assistance, was assured 
that the appofated place was “up the road a 
bit", You can imagine, dear reader, the 
result of taking advice from a stranger’. Yes, 
lost, only two weeks after the Navigatton 
run. 


The Haughty Residence was ablaze with coloured 
lights, and some thirty or more Members were 
standing in light showers (it never rains etc - 
| have to keep telling ayself that so that | 
wont give up and leave the State) enjoying a 
few Carlton and United Breweries best. 


After general chatting, and wandering around 
the garden looking for Haughtey's hidden 
hoard of Ghosts, we were advised that “Sir, 
Dinner is served", and adjourned to the 
Dining Roos. 


The Cateres had provided a aagnificent spread 
of typical Christams fare and all settled down 
to the iaportant task of eating, drinking & 
being aerry. 


Naturally, the subject of cars was aentioned 
once or twice, and also the noneattendance 

of some of the very well known Members of the 
Branch. 


All who attended voted that it was the most 
successful Dinner organised by the Branch & 
thanks te Greg and Sue Duastan the Braach 
Social Organisers, and Fred and Wanda Haughty 
for the use of their hose, we had a fabulous 
Christaas, 


In the wee hours of the aorning, it was a 
very happy and very exhuberant bunch of 
R.R8s and B's that wended back to Brisbane, 


TWO PHANTOM J11'S 


{t would be fairly safe te suggest that 
most country Members such as ayself, 
sometiaes fee] a little remote and eut 
of club activities, being so far fros 

the "big saeke® or the hub of Club life. 

| believe it weuld alse be fairly safe 

to bet that other Members sonetiaes feel 
as | do, and that is, just a little guilty 
thet we don't contribute much to Club 
functions or affairs. Se behind this lies 
the reason for ayself sitting dawn, pen 
te peper, and setting eut te make a small 
contribution to your jeb as Editer (or ts 
that Idfoter). | think your task David fs 
a big one, but let's hope that many other 
Members may fee] guilty also and send their 
centr ibutiens. 


Twe Phantom |I)'s will be the subject of 
ay little effort and | trust that yeu and 
ether Members will find it interesting. | 
acqired the first PII) (Chassis fuaber 
3AX99 fn Jarwary 1966 and in February of 
the same year, | received frem John Fair fax 
and Sons Limited, the enclosed road test 
article on the car, first published in the 
Sydney Morning Herald in June, 1939. 


! also wrote to England shortly after buying 
the car and in a letter dated 8.2.66, | was 
advised by Rolls-Reyce that the original 
owner was a Lt. Col. Sir James Huephries. 
The car was first tested in October 1936, 
despatched to Park Werd in Movember and 
coapleted in February, 1937. The guarantee 
was effective from 23rd February, 1937. 


| bought the car in Narybereugh and drove 
it heme the sane day. Although in rather 
poor condition, the car amazed ae in hew 
well it went and in its handling. Just 
12 menths Jater | went te the same source 
and bought Phantom $1) 3AZ30. This car, 
altheugh the seme year, was in a ore 
presentable cendition. It has a James 
Young body, but looked and drove even 
better. The same car is pictured on 

page 200 of "Those elegant Rolls-Reyces". 
Perhaps | am prejudiced in believing it 
is one of the best looking cars in the 
book. 


| have enclosed a copy ef the car as it 
now stands. 


At the Coffs Harbeur Rally, | was fortunate 
vapeugh te ge for a “burn® with Hal Venables 
in his Pili and | know now just how iapres- 
sive these cars can be. Sene day, | hope 
te have beth cars in pristine condition & 
glery. The Earl ef Cottenham once descr ibed 
the Pill as the “well behaved" great grand 
sen of a Ghost. | firmly believe it aust 
have been a truly aegnificent aetor car f 

in its day, thera could not have been an 
equal. 


The article written by the Earl of Cettenhan 
is very well dene, and | weuld be happy to 
have it copied and sent on te yeu if you 
feel it weuld be suiteble for publication. 


There vere only 710 PIli's produced from 
1936 te 1939 and it would be very interesting 
to know how wany are stil? ruaning and where 
they are located. | have 2 ceaplete cars, 
plus seme parts of another, se that can 
account for three ef thea. 


David, | hope my meanderings are of sose 
Interest and should you require more on the 
subject of Phantem |11%s, | shall be mera 
than happy to send it aleng te you as | 
have a fairly extensive collection of data 
en the subject. 


Hy regards to all Club Members, 


Ravd Rasmussen. 


THE FEDERAL 


ADELAIDE. 
1973 


ne of the more pressing problems in the 
life of a correpondent to Newsletters is 
repetetive reporting. Unfortunately, a 
Federal Rally can be little changed in 
its format and thus year in, year out 
the reports of the Federal Rallies are 
only relieved by the humour and wit of 
the Members attending and the change of 
venue, 


This, ay first Federal Rally as a Member 
of the Victoria Branch, was made enjoyable 
in that as travelling companions | had ay 
Mother and Grandmother from Sydney with ae 
in the Silver Wraith, and Andrew Browne] | 
and David Kenway in Andrew's James Young 
bodied Bentley. The trip across was 
uneventful ( only lost a tyre at Ballarat) 
It almost makes one wish for the old days 
when one reached the venue and totalled up 
the lost tyres and tubes, John Andrew stil] 
holds this record - seven tyres and tubes 
between Sydney and Wagga Wagga. 


We reached Adelaide in the early part of 
the evening (Friday) having negotiated 
the hills and highways in fog and rain, 
minus the benefit of highway lighting. 
(NOTE. Adelaide planners would do well 
to advise their government as fallows:- 
install lighting on the Highway to the 
City of Light!). Having become slightly 
baffled by the number of Motels, all 
seemingly named “Akaba", we managed to 
sight Rally Headquarters and advised 

the officials that we had arrived. Then, 
returning to our Motel, we unpacked, and 
attempted to assist scierce to triuaph 
over nature, repair the damage to the 
respective faces, and return to the Akaba, 
feeling as though we had travelled only 
a short distance instead of several 
hundred miles. (Perhaps our looks belied 
this comment - but science can only do 
so much). 


Gathered at the Akaba were aost of the 
Members booked in for the Rally. all 
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had made the supreme effort to be in the 
Rally right from the start. For reasons 
best known to God and the Fates, | seen 
always to be greeted on ay arrival at Federal 
Rallies by our own Terry Bruce, and, this 
year was no different. The Eyebrows met me 
at the front door of the Akaba, escorted 
me to the booking desk and proceeded to 

go into a rather long explanation of the 
reasons concerning the superiority of the 
Twenty hop. when attending Federal Rallies. 


Friday evening was billed as a welcone, 
reeunion and get-together, and | am here 

to tell you it was all of that and more! 

| seemed to spend the whole evening being 
greeted oy South Australian Members whom | 
had never met before as a sore than welcome 
guest, by New South Welshmen as a lost soul 
poor thing who lives in Victoria now, and 
by Victorians as a further increase in the 
number of Members from that Branch attending 
the Rally. ‘Twas all tres pleas. the food 
good, the wines excellent, and the Company 
Exhilerating. Several hours were spent in 
eating, drinking and catching up on all the 
latest gossip and news; aaking mental notes 
to use this or that snippet for the next 
newsletter; and trying to forget that there 
was a very heavy program for the rest of 
the weekend. 


in the past, it had always been the pravtice 
to spend Daturday aorning cleaning the cars, 
but as the Adelaide weather was anything but 
“car cleaning weather", in fact one could 
almost be correct in saying, the weather was 
inclement, | decided to travel along with 
the rest of the throng and visit Hardy's 
Winery at McLaren Vale. The mere aention 

of “Winery® had had a small part in helping 
the decision to attend, and | am sure that 
others woula agree, the day was far more 
enjoyably spent than cleaning cars. 


The starting point for the run to McLaren 
Vale was the parking area of the Akaba 

Hotel, and this gave Members their first 
opportunity of seeing the line-up of cars 
attending the rally. As is always the case, 
the cars were beautiful, large and clean, & 

| might add, upstaging even the very latest 
of the Ladies Fashions, not to mention those 
worn by the men, For the first time in a 
number of years, a large number of pre-war 
Bentley's were in evidence and these were 
gazed at by vast numbers of Members all 
"oohing and ahing™ at the right places and at 
at appropriate intervals. To we, the epitome 
of thirties motoring was the very sporty litt 
little car of lan Cock's, and | was more than 
happy to see it win a trophy at the final 
dinner, 


Among other cars creating interest was a 
Silver Wraith recently purchased by one of 
my cousins from Sydney, This particular car 
is a Park Ward bodied beast and its most 
unusual body styling caused considerable 
comment. 


Having collected Brian Meegan as a passenger 
in the Silver Wraith, we set off along the 
main South Road skirting the foothills, thence 
by way of Tapleys Hill, Raynella, (1 always 
thought that was one of those warm winter 
fabrics) Morphett Vale, and Noarlunga to 
McLaren Vale, | was more than impressed with 
the scenery and local colour, and thus was 
shattered, on my first visit to South 
Australia, my schoolboy visions of sandy 
blight and endless desert, of Natives in 
feathers and paint attacking pioneers and 

all that. | didn't even get to see the great 
Australian Bight, | might point out here, as 
we are talking about deserts etc., that Brian 
Meagan, Fed. Pres. and resident of West. 
Australia, was born and bred in South Aussie. 
He tells me he moved to the West due to the 
superior climate. ( Look, | aw just fullof 
gossipy little bits like that). 


Qn arriving at Hardy's and forgetting that 
we were all led up the garden path, so to 
speak, by South Australians who knew their 
way out to Mclaren Vale, Members were 
divided up into groups (not correct - 

the Members were all still whole, but 


collectively ) to be shown around by very 
pleasant and informative guides, Due to 
reasons best known to theaselves, some of 
the Members left their original groups and 
joined ours, and eventually it finished up 
with one large group of Members, three guides, 
tours of presses, treaders, crushers, cask 
rooms, tap rooms and lunch, 


Lunch consisted of prolonged wine tasting, 

and no one criticised the wait. Wine tasting 
was joy to some, bliss to others, and the 
whole was interspersed with munching of cheese, 
olives and general hubbub chatter. Next, the 
Members were shown a magnificent Smorgasbard 
and told to demolish it. With little effort, 
this was done and | think by the very speed 
and effictency with which it was accomplished, 
no further words of praise were needed for the 
Catering fire. 


Having passed several hours chatting with as 
many Members as possible, making notes of 

say, what Di Jones was wearing, which hat 
Bruce Blackburn had on, and casting envious 
eyes at the oaken casks, 3.00 p.m. had arrived 
and it was time to repair to the Motel to 
begin putting on the war paint for the evening 
festivities, 


The forma) Dinner was held at Fernilee Lodge, 
home of Member Hal Morgan. For those who have 
never attended a Federal Dinner, | digress to 
point out that they are almost as popular as 
Buck, House Garden Parties. It is the chance 
for Branch to outdo Branch and Memder to out 
do Member in manner of dress, The seal was set 
many years ago by our sadly missed friend, 
Leighton West, with displays of the most 
magnificent brocaded waistcoats which have yet 
to be bettered, Members are trying, however, 
and for this reason we see the growing use 

of velvet dinner suits, and brocaded dinner 
jackets. Such a pleasant change from the norm 
of black dinner suits and insignificant bow 
ties, 


Fernilee Lodge was built in 1858, and is very 
beautifully decorated through-out, It was and 
is the most elegant setting for a Formal 
Dinner evar held by the Rolls-Royce Owners 
Club, The house lent itself to the elegance 
of the night, and during pre-dinner drinks, 


we had the opportunity of seeing at close 
range the variety of styles and number of 
fashions adopted by the Members. In ay 
apinion, the first night at Sydney Opera 
House did not score as well as the Night 
at Fernilee Lodge. No aore glittering 
assemblage could be fmagined. | wouldn't 
dare to presume to say who amongst the 
Ladies was the most glamorous, for | do 
value ay life, but in my opinion, the 
scene stealer amongst the men was Denis 


Up until the time of our arrival, Birdwood 
was aught but a name on a map, however, our 
arrival soon dispelled this thought. it is 
‘in point of actual fact' an early village 
consisting of Tea Rooms, Mill, General Store, 
and Service Station, but that is where the 
likenass to an early village stops. The Mill 
has been converted into a Museum and houses 
all manner of exhibits from early fuel stoves 
to gramophones, motor cars and bikes, 


After lining up the motor cars, we repaired to a 
large marquee for lunch and drinks. Once again, 
the South Australian Branch excelled itself with 


Deasey, Elegance itself in 1930's bat- 
wing collared shirt, etc., and, curse hia, 
a gold monacle! 


Dinner progressed through the usual number 
of courses and then it was onto the speeches, 
Notable amongst these was that delivered by 
Gavin SandfordeMorgan, it being part Latin, 
part English, and part quick change, all of 
which was of Rolls-Royce interest. 


Sunday and its attendant entertainment 
promised more than a pleasing day, so by 
midnight, most Members had returned to 
‘their Hotel/Motel in preparation for the 
fina] day of the Rally. 


Once more, the day was marred by heavy 
rain, but in no way was enthusiasm damp- 
ened. The starting point was a mass of 
Rolls-Royces, Bentleys, Members, Friends, 
and once again, spectacular fashion. 

There were spectators, dogs and childer. 
There were gawking motorists and church 
goers. There was the all pervading and 
exciting atwosphere of excellence and 
enjoyment. Time slipped by in a daze of 
clicking camera's, hasiy answers to the 
many questions and before one could even 
try to expound the theory of the superior 
Twenty hepo, we were on our way to Birdwood. 
As a mere tourist, | could go into ecstacies 
over the run out to Birdwood, and perhaps 
become known as the Australian answer to 
Fitzpatrick's Travelogues. Suffice it to 
say that the route was via the Gorge Road, 
through Chain of Ponds and Gumeracha, At 
no other Rally, or for that matter, on any 
of the many trips | have made through the 
country side, have | experienced a drive 
through such eyeecatching scenery. Were 
the opportunity momentarily available, | 
think | could have chosen to stay in 
Adelaide, 


the quality of the catering, and all were 
treated to a very pleasant lunch, 


The afternoon was spent looking over the 
exhibits in the auseua and keeping (or trying 
to) dry and warm. For many, the afternoon was 
spent in driving tests and caring for cars ent 
entered into Concours_and-Age and Authenticity 
Judging, a none too pleasant task in the 
prevailing conditions. One aust think back over 
the years though and recall] just how lucky we 
have been with the weather at Federal Rallies. 
It had to happen some time that we had rain, 
but it was a shame it happened this tine. 


Sunday night we gathered for the final dinner 
and the presentation of trophies. This was 
one of those relaxed evenings where we were 
able to say our goodbyes to friends whom we 
would not see for a further 12 months and in 
general enjoy ourselves in very pleasant 
surroundings, 


Brian Meegan was introduced to the Members as 
the new Federal President, and | give him praise 
for his inaugural speech which (a) held up to 
all the delights of the next Federal Rally to 
be held in Perth, and (b) the need for more 
coeoperation between the State Branches, a 
point which we should all ponder over the 
next twelve aonths, 


For most of us then, the Rally was over. All 
that remained was the journey home. it had 
been a wonderful weekend, and worth every 
cent and ounce of the trouble to attend. Our 
sincere praise and thanks to the South dust. 
Branch for their efforts in providing us with 
what has to be judged as one of the best 
Federal Rallies held. 


RESULTS OF FEDERAL RALLY, ADELAIDE 1973. 
CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE. 


(1) Best Silver Ghost: 
Trophy © Birdwood Mill Museum Shield. 
Won by L.R.O'Neil's 1912 Silver Ghost 


(2) Phantom | and 20 hop. - 1922 - 1931. 
Rainstord Metal Products Goblet. 
Won by Gerald McKenna's 1924 20 hep. 


(3) 20/25, 25/30 Wraith, Pil, PII, 
Trophy - Thomson Motors Goblet. 
Won by E.R.Rainsford's 1938 Phantom 111 


(4) Silver Wraith, Dawns, Clouds, Shadows. 
Trophy - S.A. Brewery Ltd. Tray. 
Won by Bruce Ross's 1956 S.Cloud |, 


(0) 


(7) 


(8) 


Bentley = pre 1940, 
Trophy ¢ Coopers Brewery Ltd, Tray. 
Won by lan Cocks' 1934 34 litre. 


Bentley = Post 1940 
Trophy » R.R.0.C. = Sth Aust. - Goblet. 


Won by Cole Sangster's 1965 S.3, 


Overall Concours. 
Trophies = United Motors and Lloyd's Mills. 
Won by David Jones’ 1921 Silver Ghost. 


Age and Authenticity. 
Vidler Shield. 
Won by David Jones'1921 Silver Ghost. 
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RALLY ING 


by W.G.R. Fleming 


The very essence of rallying is cheating. 
Cheating is the preerequisite to success. 
There is nothing unfair or unsporting in 
this, Rather it is but the Intelligent 

Man's rendering of assistance to Lady Luck. 
Some do: Some don't, Some do and get caught 
(and serve them right too). Some do and dont 
get caught, but they or their car or their 
Navigator are so hopeless anyway that it's 
of no use. But the accomplished rallier uses 
cheating like any other aid © like a stop 
watch, a thermos flask or a map light. It 

fs not an end in itself. He never cheats 

for cheating's sake, but on the other hand 
in this competitive age, he never, never 
forgets the maxia, "If you cheat you may 
win: if you don't you won't# 


Good, wholesome, honest-toegoodness rally 
cheating has been going on since the year 
dot. Although more commonly resorted to in 
horse-racing nowadays than in carerallying 
doping gets an early mention in the liter- 
-ature, with Romeo and Juliet making an a 
amateurish botch of the whole affair. 
Substitution likewise has been known for 
many years and Cinderella used fit to good 
effect, cleverly arranging for a golden 
coach to appear at the appropriate stage. 
Of course, not all people take cheating in 
good part, in fact, it is recorded that, 
following one particularly clever rallying 
ploy that left him floundering up countless 
dead-end wadis in swirling seas of Sinai 
dust, Moses was “sore perplexed and fearsome 
wrath", But then he could hardly complain 
because he was well in front as a result 

of taking a short cut across the Red Sea 
where he had had the satisfaction of watch- 
ing the other chaps who weren't so wide awake 
awake becoming bogged to the axle-trees. 


Yet perfidious Albion was where the real 
refinements were put into the art. Ben Hur's 
attempts at whipping the other fellow's horse 
when he wasn't watching pale into insignific 
ance against Boadicaea's techniques. Her 

most memorable device allowed her to chop 

her opponent's spokes away just before 
entering the home straight, which gave her 

a considerable advantage. 


It ts said that Ace Wheel Disks were evolved 

as a counter to this ploy. A variation of this, 
assuming her rival refused to give up, had her 
pit-crew pouring boiling porridge over the 
luckless fellow while attempting a wheel change. 


Tactics were further refined in Regency times. 
In fact, my Grandfather used to speak of an 
old-timer he knew who could recall] when Beau 
Brugmel paid a certain Farmer Giles to jam his 
cart across a bridge on the Great South Road 
just in time to catch the Prince Regent's foure 
inehand flying up from Brighton, The fact that 
the Beau made five thousand guineas in wagers 
just adds to the joke, and the other joke is 
Prinny's cryptic aside to his Coachaan "The 
Bruamel pay for this!", while Farmer Giles had 
a whip laid across his shoulders for luck. 


The ultiaate of course, tn rally cheating is 
where the opponent can be tricked into defeating 
hiaself, This leaves not the slightest stain on 
the scutcheon of the rally cheater. It is 
recorded at the Battie of Bannockburn the English 
Lord slyly rallfed his troops with his family 
nase. His opponent, the sisple Ear] of Home, 
seeing how effective this seemed to be, was 
inspired to reciprocate, and was somewhat 
distressed to discover that at his stentorfan 
cry of "Home! Home!", his army melted away. 

You will note that to this day, Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home pronounces his nage “Hume”, 


So you see, cheating in rallying is a time- 
honoured practice. And in Rolls-Royce rallying 
(normally abbreviated to ReR=R) it fs not only 
time honoured, but (as one would expect) has 
most distinguished patronage. No less a 
personage than the late Lord Hives is the first 
recorded proponent of this ancient art while 
seated on a Royce and he has been followed by an 
endless stream of noble and exalted personages. 
Perhaps to use the word "cheat" in this company 
and context is rather coarse, It gay be aore 
appropriate to state that they extracted optimus 
performance from their cars by a certain entirely 
adairable originality of thought. in Lord Hive's 
case (referred to in our researches as H 1/11, 
being the first known Hives cheating in 1911; 
although other sources quote it as &RR1, being 
the first recorded case of Rolls-foyce rally 


cheating anywhere) he managed to extract 24. 32 
miles per gallon out of a Silver Ghost with 
four up between London and Edinburgh, a total 
distance of 1000 miles, in fourth gear only 
and at an average speed of 20 a.p.h. Now 
anyone who has driven a Silver Ghost - or 
more to the point, paid for its petrol] - 
knows this is nonsense; 144 a.pog. §s good, 
153 is superb, And these are good solid 
japerial gallons too, | might add, none of 
your cheap pintesized republican ones such 

as they use in the US of A. And as for 20 
a.pege for 1000 miles in top gear at the 

same time - you try it! How then was it done? 


Here there is no speculation, for Lord Hives, 
no doubt as part of that general stocktaking 

of soul and airing of skeletal cupboards one 
goes on with in onms declining years, has let 
out the whole splendid secret. Observe closely 
the photograph on the lower section of this 
page of the adventurers about to start on their 
epic journey. Note the reluctance of the young 
Hives at the wheel to meet the camera's 
piercing eyes! See the anctent Ron seated 
alongside him as RAC Observer ~ already nodding 
in his seat and only waiting for the end of 

the cold and wintry ordeal to when he can get 
back to his loving Eth, his pipe, his slippers 
and the warmth of his hearth, Think of the 
Prestige and Sales that would accrue from 
success. Think of the ignomy of failure (and 
the boost to Napiers). The stage is set for 

H 1/11! 


And so off they go. A sly shift of those 
secretive Hives eyes (now further screened 

by gogles) to the left flank shortly discloses 
that our Ron is dozing. An inadvertent pothole 
only shakes forth a wheezing snore. The consp 
conspirators exchange their agreed signal. The 
car begins a long descent. The navigator gives 
a position report, All is matter of fact, 
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And no one hears the tiny snick as the 
driver's right elbow exerts just enough 
pressure to slip the gear lever into 
neutral. They proceed silently (and 
econoaically) to the bottom, those 

secretive eyes meanwhile constantly 
observing the observer. The bottom is reached 
and the car begins to slow. The engine speed 
has already been picked up with the hand 
govanor, and so all that is required is the 
tiniest bit of sleight of hand to get back 
into gear, any resultant noise and hand 
movement being easily masked by siaultaneous 
honking of the bulb horn, and both the 
driver and navigator loudly exclaiming 
"Stupid oaf! Don't you know how to drive a 
horse and cart!" or words to that effect: 


A fine example, H 1/11, you must admit, which 
should be the envy of all sodern day 
aspirants to rallying success, Rarely ts one 
vouchsafed an insight into the great 
achievements of mankind. Normally one asks 
these great men "Why?" and they cryptically 
reply "Because it's there," never daunted, 
one then asks "How?" and they smile 
enigmatically and turn away. But here is a 
great man explaining how, and in some detail 
etruly those who denigrate the teaching of 
history do a terrible dis-service. 


But how to apply this knowledge you ask?. 
Clearly once these ploys have been tried 

and are then recorded and known there is no 
sense in trying them again? Poor innocent; 
just like throws in Ju-Jitsu, there are only 
a limited number of basic rallying ploys - 
six, in fact. Que to the unclassified nature 
of this publication, | am not at liberty to 
disclose them in any detail here, but at 
least | can give you the broad outlines. 
Take my word for it + rally cheating, 
whether vintage, sports car, single make, 


or Rolls-Royce is instantly classifiaole 
into one of these six categories: 


a. False information, 

b. Improvements to one's own vehicle. 

c. Immobilization of the eneay's machine. 
d. Bribery and corruption, 

e. Adjustments to the route, and 


f. Attacking the eneay driver. 


There is of course, auch secret information 
on these ploys in our archives at the RRRCC* 
that | can't disclose here, but a few general 
words adcut each will do no hare: 


FALSE INFORMATION: anyone of course, can turn 
signposts arcund, arrange for detour signs or 
"2 a.peh. max, wt 1 ton" notices on bridges 
or even arrange for the printing of a 
completely new set of instructions handed out 
from a seemingly ‘official’ check point along 
the route, thereby ensuring that the opposit- 
fon goes trundling off down some goat track. 
An appropriate Rolls-Royce variation (first 
used by Meek in 1958) is the El Dorado ploy. 
This necessitates some geans of stopping the 
other cars - a flock of sheep or ferhaps a 
strategically stalled car on an iapassable 
bend. This affords our accomplice the chance 
of engaging the eneay in conversation, "Sorry 
about the hold up mate - | guess your ina 
hurry to get down to 'Inglebungyl'. | ‘ear 
that now the propert's been sold, all them 
old Rolls-Royces are goin' for a song." 
Sometimes the enemy can resist this attack and 
drive on, but never for long - eventually the 
car stops, occupants look at each cther 
unspeaking, salivating tongues lick nack and 
forth, the gears are engaged anc around they 
go, disappearing in a cloud of dust to £) 
Dorado.’ 


VEHICLE #MPROVEMENTS: It may be thought that 
with Rolls-Royces this is impossible and that 
to put a Pill engine in a Twenty would be 
unsporting. | just point to the example of 
the Hon, C.S.Rolls himself, who not satisfied 
with the standard Silver Ghost first had the 
horsepower increased from 48 to 70, and then 
for those difficult segments of rally route 
such as the famed and dreaded Katchberg 
equipped the car with a standard Short Bros 


* Rolls-Royce Rally Cheating Centre. 


gan-carrying observation paloon, And,of course, 
nearer to home, the famous Sol] Green increased 
the range of his Silver Ghost between pit stops 
by installation of a Sterling Silver Chamber Pot. 


IMMOBILIZATION OF ENEMY VEHICLES: This can be 
done by means of our friendly drover with his 
aob of sheep, or in the ultimate (as once 
happened to Hal Venables) by having the 
opposition sold water with their petrol, But 
by far the ost refined way for a Silver Ghost 
owner (who obviously would be in front) is to 
stop on a strategically positioned corner and 
check the oil level by means of the over-flow 
tap. The resultant pond, coupled with an amount 
of centrifugal force, will be quite capable 
of sending a succession of following cars off 
the road tangential to the curve of aotion. 


BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION: Prince Borghese, in 
winning the Peking To Paris race of 1908, 

this ploy extensively, besides eaploying on 
occassions a labour line of some five hundred 
coolies. Our officials of course are incorruptable 
but with Club Members in the Judiciary, at the 
Bar, in the House, and even in the Police 

Force itself, it is quite possible to encourage 
some officials to take certain action. In fact, 
this ploy fis commonly associated with the sixth= 


ATTACKING THE ENEMY DRIVER. "Certain information 
provided" can ensure that such and such a car is 
caught for speeding (particularly if action has 
been taken in accordance with another ploy to 
ensure the enemy is running well behind time). 

A trophy given into the safe-keeping of one's 
sain opponent for presentation at the conclusion 
of the rally can turn out at the border to 
contain that most horrifying of Victorian taports 
e fruit. And of course, for concours etc., where 
extra marks are allotted for distance travelled 
it is perfectly acceptable to name one's house 

or property in appropriate fashion.* So when 
asked how far one has travelled you simply say 
with a disarming smile"Qh ay dear chap, I've no 
idea © we've just got in froa "Cairns", how far is 
that?®, 


And surely one of the post refined attacks on an 
enemy driver aust be that carried out by Strachan 
and Fleming in the Alvis Commemorative Run of '61, 
The victim was plied with copfous drafts of liquor 
the night before (at the Alvis Club's expense) and 
then subjected in a very tast but very open and 


small Alvis 12/50 to a hurtling run down the 
Bulli Pass sandwiched between a Silver Ghost 
ia front backefiring ia great full-throated 
roars at regular thirty second intervals, and 
a Twenty close enough behind to allow no 
withdrawal, 


That leaves us with ADJUSTMENTS TO THE ROUTE: 
The setting of Busfires, although effective, is 
is no longer approved by the RRRCC, nor is the 
breaching of dams or tampering with brisges, 
although these have been very usefully used in 
the past, ** 


Nowadays in these automated times, even the 
closing of rail gates on following cars is 
rarely possible, although when travelling 
through tickegate country a spare chain and 
padlock should always be carried, just in 
case, 


Sadly this ploy now is almost exclusively u 
used in conjunction with bribery of officials 
and | regret to state that with inflation 

as it is today, the going rate for a grader 
driver to make a country road {mpassable for 

a half hour period, is such that its likely 
that it will shortly become extinct altogether. 


Well, so much for this very brief introduction 
to the unclassified fruits of our research, As 
| have shown, there is nothing aagical about 
rally cheating, it is simply a matter of 
following the basic ploy, and of course as 
with all skills it fs a matter of application. 


The brilliance of the master cheat is shown 
in the unique twist he fis able to give the 
basic ploy. Practice, practice, sy children, 
that's the secret = learn the fundamentals, 
then apply yourself unstintingly, relentless- 
ly, unceasingly, dedicatedly to that most 
necessary of all rallying skills = cheating. 


Bill Fleming. 
Director 
RRRCC. 


*An early disqualification under this sub- 
ploy concerned George Green's car '001' and 
his home "Le Canadel", The lack of a *Passed 
by Customs" sticker or even the slighest 
residual smell of garlic proved conclusively 
that the car had not been driven from the 
South of France. And T,Bruce Esq's 1967 
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RALLY EQUIPMENT !!!1! 


TERRY BRUCE 


attempt to have his Twenty registerd in 
the Northern Territory was foiled only by 
sy counter threat from the Territory of 
Papua and New Guinea. 


** c.f. Noah and Moses. 


DAMPERS + WHAT THEY ARE AND 00. 


Many Members will have heard tne dreaded words, 
"its the vibration damper - needs this, that 
or the other", How many Members fully compr- 
ehend just what tt is and does?, Read some 
words from Member Melva Sproule. 
eneeeneetee 
A Damper is that which damps or checks, 
discourages, a valve in the flue of a stove 
to regulate the draught of air, a contrivance 
to check action at a particular time, Now it's 
this “contrivance” we are interested in, 


To explain in detail would take too much time 
here; however, | suggest you jock yourself in 
the study with the Encyclcpaediz Britlanica 

as | cic and read it for yourselves, and when 
you know what 4 by DO squared x over Ot squared 
e C by Ox over Dt « Kx = FSinwI and A « F over 
the square root (K e MW squared) squared « (cw) 
squared, tne FSinwl bit is of which frequency 
is the force of,..and the aaxisua value of 
this force is shown to be Ft = F square root 
K2 « (cw) Squared over the square root of (K 
“mw squared) squared » (cw) squared, come and 
visit ae at Kew, Pathological Ward and explain 
it to me, You may even bring me a sharp razor. 


There's one thing | did work out, though, through 
all of it: if you don't get it right, it's wrong. 


Melva Sproule 
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BOOK REVIEW by PEREGRINE. 


ROLLS=ROYCE CARS 1340-1950 compiled by R.M.Clarke. 

Brooklands Book Company, 23 Thames Street, 

Waltoneon-Tnames, Surrey U.K. 1972. £1.40. 102pgs. 
eset ne th R 

Readers may remember the earlier series by R.M. 

Clarke called Rolls-Rayce in the Twenties (ani 

another covering the Thirties) as well as 

Bentley companion booklets. The first thing 

that must be said is that the reproduction in 

this volume is infinitely superior to the early 

ones, It is a collection of articles and 

advertiseaents from THE AUTUCAR and MOTOR: and 

covers the newer models as well as some articles 

of the period about older aodels. 


23 


eZ 


Also included is Laurence Pomeroy's 
excellent bingraphy of Royce which first 
appeared in 1943 MOTOR, The book is full 
of fascinating detail concerning the 
first post war cars and the exotic 
coachwork in this fin de siecle. A pity 
that not all articles on R-R's published 
in this period are included in this volume 
Companion volumes on Bentleys from 1940- 
45 and 1545 - 30 are also available. 
Though the photographic reproduction is 
good, the glued binding is ineffectual. 


Peregrine. 
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Replacing The Cylinder Heads 


VALVES 


If you could see an exhaust valve in action, you would 
not believe the car would run. The temperature of this 
valve, operating normally, is 1299-1350°F. What does 
that mean? Steel heated to blood-red is 1075°F. Cherry-red 
is 1275°F. At 2900-3200°F., steel is sufficiently molten 
to pour. Of course, the aluminum ran off at 1185°F. At 
best, then, the exhaust valve is a red-hot item. 

In the operation of the four-cycle engine, fuel is drawn 
-hrough the open intake valve as the piston descends. This 
valve closes and the piston rises on the compression 
stroke. At the zenith, the fuel—air mixture is ignited. 
Now things really heat up. Temperatures reach 4000°F., 
a point where steel is white-hot and molten. Fortunately, 
this lasts only a moment and cooling processes start 
immediately. The gases expand and that cools some; con- 
tact with the cylinder walls, bathed in water, cools more. 
The aluminum piston conducts heat rapidly to the cylinder 
walls and down the connecting rod, so that by the time 
the bottom of the business stroke is reached, things have 
cooled to the temperature of boiling ice-water. Well, not 
quite, The gases will still be near 1500°F. 


All this time the exhaust valve has been cooling in its 
seat, but nowit must eam its keep. It opens and those hot 
gases sweep out over its lips, as the piston ascends on 
the exhaust stroke. Its only salvation is that most. of the 
time it is in contact with the valve seat where a concen- 
trated flow of water removes the heat. See Fig. E-19, 
When the valve is open, the heat can only travel up the 
stem to the guide. 


As long as things operate normally, the valve is well 
equipped for its job. However, let it lose its cooling pro- 
visions and be in direct contact with those 4000°F, gases 
and disaster results. If the valve seats poorly, these 
hottest gases pass out over its lips at the moment of det- 
onation, If the valve seat is loose. carbon accumulates 
bet ween it and the head and impairs the beat transfer. Now 
the lip of the valve will burn as well as the valve seat. 
A leak at one edge may unequally expand the seat and 
cause it to break from the stress. Fie, E-20 shows the 
temperature of a normal valve conipared to one that is 
leaking, This extreme heat may soften the stem to the 
point that the valve spring pulls it through the seat tending 
to turn it wrong side out. The stem may lengthen so much 
that the springis no longer able to seat the valve and thus 
compound the whole tragedy, A valve at 2000°F, has only 
60-80% of the strength of cne at room temperature. Because 
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Fig. E-19 Cross section of the bead showing concentration 
of water (shaded) about the exhaust valve seat. 


of these severe requirements of an exhaust valve, special 
steel, such as Stellite, is selected. They will maintain 
shape and strength at high temperatures. Sometimes the 
valve stem ismade hollow and filled with sodium to speed 
heat conduction. No further convincing should be required 
that less than a perfect valve is not good enough. Note 
that during all this melee, the intake valve has remained 
seated and has even had a cooling gasp of air and fuel. It 
has little problem keeping its cool but a leaking intake 
valve can cause damage by igniting fuel in the manifold. 


JK 


Hottest Point 


Fig. E-20 The Fahrenheit temperatures of an exbaust 
valve, operating normally on the left, and a leaking one 
on the right. The gases pass through the leak at the time 
of detonation, when their temperature may reach 4000°F. 
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CHECKING THE VALVES AND GUIDES 


To insure perfect seating, the valves should be checked 
for concentricity, that the head is square with the stem, 
and that the stem is straight. See Fig, E-21. The face of 
the valve will have been cleaned with the combustion 
chamber, and now the stem and underside must be wire- 
brushed and polished. They should be inspected for minute 
cracks, pitting or burning of the lips. A burned valve looks 
like a poker lert too lony in the fire. If the area is large, 
the valve should be discarded since the metal adjacent 
to the burn will be irreparably damaged, Suiall burned 
spots can be ground oft. 


The valve guides should be cleaned with an electric 
drill and wire brush available for this purpose, The valve 
stem to guide clearance must then be checked, Fig. E-22 
shows what happens to a valve with too much clearance 
withthe guide. The clearance can be determined by taking 
a micrometer reading of the stem and companng it with 
the intemal diameter of the guide, measured with a small 
hole gauge or interior calipers. The valve may be propped 
just above theface of the head and a dial indicator brought 
up to the edge of the lip. Measurements are recorded as 
the valve is pushed back and forth. Still another method 
istoinsert narrow strips of shim stock into the guide until 
one is found that produces a slight drag on the stem us 
itis passed into the guide. The tendency is for the guide 
to wear oval, so that measurements shouid be made in two 
directions and at top and bottom both, If the clearance is 
.002’’ over the values given in Fig, E-23, something should 
be done. Either the valve or the guide must be replaced, 
depending on which is worn. Simplest is to ream the guide 
anduse a valve with oversize stem. Your automotive parts 
dealer has a chart which shows the progressive size of 
the available valves, Don't worry about the leneth as long 
as there is some to cut off. You will not be able to find 
one that will fit the Rolls-Royce keeper and circlip. 
You can have these machined in at nominal cost. The 
valve face should be large enough so that ubout 1 32’° 
extends over the edge of the seat. More than this tends 
to bum as does sharp edges on the face, Srellite exhaust 
valves ure strongly recommended for reasons which should 
now be obvious. Although the intake valves and enides 
are not subjected to as preat a stress, 
have the same careful inspection. 


they should still 


Valve Stem Diameter 
.3417-% 
3407-4 


Valve Guide Opening Clearance 
BI8+G -0015- 002 
343744 003 


Intake 
Exhaust 


Pig. E-23 Valve stem to guide clearances for all series. 
Note that clearance is greater for the exhaust system to 
compensate for the expansion by heat. 


REPLACING THE VALVE GUIDES 


Mr. Trimming (R-R.Ltd., Crewe) tells us that valve 
guides E.86363 were used through the 25th chassis of the 


VALVES AND VALVE GUIDES 


Beni Stem 
_—— Binds in Guide 


© © 
Yh Vb 


Eccentric 


ZX 
—— 


Head Not Square 
With The Stem 


Concentric 


Fig. F-21 Problems caused by deformed valves. 
should be detected on the valve 


They 
grinding machine. 


Excessive 
learance 


bay 


A 
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Fig. F-22A With excessive valve to guide clearance. 
the valve closes ecceutrically due to rocker arm deflection, 
The valve then slides to the right ta seat under the valve 
spring pressure, 

B. Demonstration of the rocker arm forces which tend to 
displace the valve stem, These are exaggerated if the 
rocker face is rough, 


C senes cars; E.88921 were used from the 26th to the end 
ofthe series, Nowonly the latter are available for replace- 
ment. Oversize vuides. R.2633 (+.005’’ outside, —.005’’ 
‘eentiel are available for this series, R. 8.4065. R.3124 and 

R.3125 were used in the converted cars. See Fig. E-24, In 
the D senes, E.89209 were used and there are no over- 
sizes in this series. The reason for the oversize vuides 
in the earlier cars has never been explained since they 
would not be expected to wear on the outside dimension, 

When 8 BT 5 was converted fo solid tappets, the guides 
furnished (R.E. 1065) were much too loose in the holes 
and R.3125 had to be ordered with a loss of much time. I 
had already reamed the R.E.4065 guides to interior size. 
doing it inthe lathe. Thes would not be accepted on retum, 
The guides must be reamed only after they are pressed 
into the head. Note from Fig. B-24 that the exterior of the 
guideis tapered. They ure pressed out from the combustion 
chamber, After cleaning the holes. the new guides are put 
in trom above and forced into pesition with a drift having 
a 120°included angle at the end. The concentricity of the 
seat to the valve guide can be checked with a dial indicator 
attached to the valve stem, placed in contact with the seat, 
and turned through 360°. However. the tapered hole and 
guide should align correctly. 
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VALVES AND VALVE SPRINGS 


LAPPING IN THE VALVES 


Hand lapping of a valve into the seat is a dull and 
tedious job. You are unlikely to remove any pits you can 
see. ] take my heads and valves to a local machine shop 
and have them finished on a precision grinding machine. 
Then to make me feel that | have had a part in it, I hand 
lap them for a few passes, Slip a light spring, just suf- 
ficient to lift the valve froni the seat, over the stem and 
pass the stem into the guide, being sure that it is the one 
from which it came. Apply a small amount of fine grinding 
valve lip, being careful that it does not work down onto 
the stem. Attach asuction cup valve grinder to the face of 
the valve and spin the handle back and forth between the 
palms, After a few revolutions, lift the valve and rotate it 
a bit to polish another segment. When a smooth, gray line 
appears the full width and circumference of both the valve 
and seat, you are finished. Wash away all traces of the 
paste from the valve, seat and guide, using the solvent 
directed on the can. Oil everything after drying. 


Diameter ‘‘A’’ 


Parts Number 


RE .4065 550 
R, 3124 554 
R. 3125 556 


Fig. E-24 Comparison of the valve guides fitted to the 
A.B&C series cars, on the left and the cars modified to 
solid tappets, on the right. The difference ts in the shape 
of the top to accommodate the new bottom spring washer. 
Take a micrometer reading at the top of the outside taper 
to determine the size replacement required, 


CHECKING THE VALVE SPRINGS 


Prior to beginning reassembly of the valve mechanism, 
the valve springs should be cleaned and tested. Valves 
will not operate properly if they are weak. The valves mav 
close later than thev should resulting in overheating and 
loss of power because of leakage into the intake manifold 
on the compression stroke and aspiration of the exhaust 
gases on the intake stroke. The strong spring pressure 
is necessary to assure that the cam followers remain in 
contact with the cam lobe during the full rotation or clatter 
and excessive wear will occur, Even a slightly weak spring 
may cause trouble at high speeds. 
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E-19 
Hydraulic 
Outer Free Length 1.850"’ 
Poundage 43,.8—2 Ibs. at 1.6”’ 
Inner Free Length 1.525”’ 
Poundage 14.5-1.5 ibs at 1.300°’ 
Modified 
Free Length 1.940 
Poundage 45 ibs at 1.525" 
D Series 


1.985’’ 
29 lbs at 1.600”’ 


Free Length 
Poundage 


Fig. E-25 The valve spring poundages. The figures for the 
D series were taken from four new springs supplied by 
R. D. Shaffner (Penn.). 


First check the height of the springs and compare them 
with Fig. E-25. Any spring noticeably shorter should be 
replaced. Your automotive machine shop will have atester, 
such as shown in Fig, E-26, The spring is compressed to 
the designated length, the lock screw tightened, and the 
poundage read on the large dial. The spring should not be 
compressed more than the indicated amount for fear of 
permanently weakening it. Check the values obtained with 
Fig. E-25. Any spring with less than 90% of the specified 
strength should be replaced, 


-Handle 


Lock Screw 


Ss Anch Scale 
) -~Spring 


Pounds Gauge 


Fig. E-26 One type of spring poundage tester. 


REPLACING THE VALVES 


Oil the stems and guides, slip the valve into place, 
checking that it is in the proper location. Pass the asbestos 
packing washer over the stem, from above, and follow with 
the bottom metal washer. If there has been any problem 
with excessive oil burning, fitting valve stem seals as in 
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Fig, E-27 will help stop the loukage of 011 down the stems 
into the cylinders. Those shown ure Skinner Oil Savers 
#SS 10 made bv Alot Mfe. Co. and distributed by Renniks 
Co., P. O. Box 56. Birmingham. Mich. 48008. 


\*———— Top Washer 


t——— Valve Spring 


ais Hold-down Spring 


eflon Seal Capsule 
+—_—_—_—. Rubber Gasket 
Bottom Spring Washer 


~, +——— Asbestos Oi! Seal 


Valve Guide( Pressed into Head) 


t—————— Va ive 


Fig. E-27 One type of valve stem oil seal. 


Gently spread the circlip, slip it into the narrowest 
part of the keeper slot and use your thumb nails to work 
it down into its groove. The circlip is to prevent the valve 
from falling into the cylinder if the spring should break. 
Slip onthe spring (springs) being sure that they are seated 
properly on the bottom washer. Put on the top washer, 
compress the spring as when they were removed and place 
the keepers in their seat, Release the spring pressure and 
check that che keepers ure held by the top washer. 
CLEANING THE ROCKER ASSEMBLY 


Immerse the entire rocker assembly and pedestals in 
paraffin (kerosene or paint thinner) and sermb with a sfitf 
brush, Remove and drain on a clean paper. Check the 
tocker arms for angular side play. both side to side and up 
and down, Wear is on the bottom surface principally and 
the bushings should wear before the eccentrics or rocker 
arms. Excessive side clearance can be corrected by re- 
bushing the rockers. Proper clearance should be the usual 
forrunning, i.e. .001°* per 1.00" of diameter. There is little 
motion between the eccentrics and the rocker arms and 
wear should be slight here. 


Disassemble the parts and scrub them again, doing one 
Part at a time. Lay them in order on a clean piece of 
Paper. Inspect the Rocker Shaft. It is not made of brass, 
but of steel. case hardened, Rockwell C57—C65, toadepth 
of .015~.025"" and then copper plated and polished. The 
screw plugs in the ends can not be readily removed, being 
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ROCKER ARMS AND ASSEMBLY 


sweated in place. Thus, the 01] passages through the shaft 
must be cleaned through the side holes. 


Inspect the Rocker Arms. They should be dismantled, 
andthe oil passages cleared. Referto Fig. £-28 for details 
of the holes through the arm. The counterbore at the valve 
stem end is for a plug, pressed in then peaned into place. 
There is a tiny hole in the plug to supply oil to the valve 
stem Behind this plug, Mr. Gebby tells me, is a felt pad 
which is apt to be plugged up and should be renewed. He 
recalls drilling them out and forcing in new ones cut from 
a sheet of 1/8"’ felt. The adjusting screws must be re- 
moved for this procedure. They must be screwed out at the 
bottom. since the ball is too large to go through the hole. 
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Fig. E-28 A cross section of the A,B&C series rocker 
arm to shou the otl passages which are similar in the 


D series cars. 


Check the Face of The Rocker Arm, which bears on the 
valve stem, for any roughness. Refer to Fig. E-22B to see 
how a rough face increases the wear of the valve guides. 
The face must be parallel to the bushing and is ground to 
a radius of .625’". They can often be dressed smooth with 
an emery stone. The face is case hardened Rockwell C57— 
C65 but only to a depth of .015—.025’’. so that if grinding 
is required, the hardness should be checked. 


The simpler design of the D Series Rocker Assembly 
makes cleaning easier. There areno eccentrics or hydraulic 
mechanisms. The rocker arms should be cleaned as in the 
A.B&C series. The face radius is the same (.625'') and 
the face hardness is the same. Allparts must still be kept 
in order and replaced in their original position. 


HYDRAULIC TAPPETS 
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A. The bottom spring pushes the 
plunger into contact with the ec- 
centric arm and allows the check 
valve to open under oil pressure 
supplied through the metering screw 
and flowing along the route of the 
arrows into the oil chamber. 


Fig. E-29 Operation of the hydraulic tappets. 
OPERATION OF THE HYDRAULIC TAPPETS 


The hydraulic tappets as fitted to the A,B&C series 
cars were designed to rotate the eccentric arms and main- 
tain zero clearance at all times. It must be recalled that 
the valves heat up quickly after the engine is started, 
and the stems expand to shorten the clearance. This is 
why all series valve clearances are given for the cold 
engine. The hydraulic tappet was capable of keeping zero 
clearance at all temperatures. 

Operation of the hydraulic tappets is similar to those 
used in modem cars except in the latter, their mechanism 
is combined with the cam followers. Refer to Fig. E-29, 
taken from the center fold blue print. The plunger operates 
both asa piston to rotate the eccentric arm and as a valve 
to trap the oil in the chamber beneath. Since the oil is 
incompressible, the effect is just as positive as a steel 
spacer (or the solid plunger used in the converted cars). 
There is no cushioning effect. During the valve opening 
phase, the rocker arm is already touching the valve stem, 
eliminating the noise of contact. During the closing phase, 
the valve comes to a gradual rest against the seat instead 
of with a snap. With the valve resting on the seat. the 
stem takes the pressure off, so that oil can be forced 
through the check valve in the plunger to the chamber 
below. When the cam starts to open the valve, the plunger 
presses on the oil and closes the tappet check valve, 
trapping the oil to apply rigid pressure on the eccentric 
arm. To avoid over-filling which might prevent the valve 
from seating and to adjust for the increased length of the 
valve stem as it becomes heated, a calculated slight 
leakage of oil is provided between the plunger and the 
case. Each plunger should beretumed to its original case. 
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B. The engine valve is open- 
ing. The pushrod is applying 
pressure to the plunger via 
the eccentric arm. The check 
valve bas closed, trapping 
the incompress thle oil below. 
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To Rocker Arm Assy. 


Hele For Rocker 4 
Shaft Sted . 


To Tappets 
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la Fee Mead ln The Head 


C. Path of the oil through the pedestal. 
The metering screw bas a precise hole 
drilled into the length to meet a cross 
bole, regulating the amount of oil de- 
livered to the bydraulic tappets. 


Reontting Combined Proasare of Pest Rod and Valve Spring 


Fig. E-30 A, The rocker shaft and eccentrics are round in 
cross-section, but the eccentrics are drilled off-center 
towards the eccentric arm. Because the distance is greater 
on the left, the space above the reference line increases 
as the arm, at the right, is depressed. 


Buaghing For Rocker Ara 
(Rocker Oscillates on Ecceatric) 


Fig. E-30 B. Pressure of the plunger rotates the eccentric 
upward and thus dejresses the rocker assembly todecrease 
the distance to the reference line and reduces the valve 


stem to rocker arm clearance 


<> 


Arrangement of valve and fittings, A,BGC series. 
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CLEANING THE HYDRAULIC TAPPETS 


Problems with these tappets generally arise from the 
check valve beiny stuck open by rust or debris and pre- 
venting the oil from being trapped in the oil chamber. This 
allows the plungers to oscillate and the valves to clatter. 
Air trapped under the check valve, being compressible. 
ean cause the same effect. Since the clearance of the 
plunger to the ease is critical, they must each be returned 
to their original location. The plungers may be removed 
by unscrewiny the slotted screws and lifting off the top 
plate. Slip out the plungers and collect the springs inside. 


The plungers can not be readily dismantled, but paraffin 
can be svringed through the top holes and the check valve 
tested for leaks by attempting to svringe from below. Drop 
the plungers into acanof oil until the pedestals have been 
cleaned. Clean the oil chambers in the pedestals then 
syringe down through the oil holes over the metering screws 
and check the discharge into the stud holes. See Fig. 
E-29 C. If there is any question, bend back the tab lock 
and carefully unscrew the metering screw. They are fragile 
and can be snapped off if the stem is corroded. A copper 
wire should be used to clear the oil passages so as not to 
enlarge the openings. Replace the metering screws after 
cleaning and bend down the tab to lock. 

When replacing the plunger, drop in the spring, fill the 
chamber with oil and push the plunger in as the check valve 
is held open with a pointed tool through the cross-hole of 
the plunger. Replace and screw down the top plate, using 
new lock washers. Store the assembly in a can of oil 
until they are ready for replacement. 


CHECKING ITEMS IN THE ‘‘V’’ 


Before proceeding further, check the petrol supply and 
druin pipes for any damage. The joints may be repaired 
with soft solder after a thorough clean-up. 

Clean the small petrol filter at the rear of the ‘'V"" by 
removing the top hex nut and lifting out the element. If 
there bas ever been trouble with carburetter flooding, the 
petrol supply pipe should be removed and cleaned with 
carburetter cleaner and the interior swabbed out with a 
piece of cloth on a string. Flush if out repeatedly with 
paraffin to remove any debris. Never add any cleaner to 
the petrol tank as it will loosen debris from this section 
of prpe. The particles end up under the needle valve in 
the carburetter, prevent it from seating and flooding results, 


THE INBOARD IGNITION WIRING 
Replacement of the ignition wiringin the ‘‘V'’ is almost 
impossible without major dismantling of parts, so if there 
is anv doubt about it. now is the time for this job. Although 
US. wire can be used, the English is a little smaller in 
the O.D.. making it easier 1o pull through the looms. Use 
lots of talcum powder and thread a length of smaller wire 
through first, strip a bit of insulation from both wires and 
1. 


ITEMS IN THE '‘V’’, IGNITION WIRING AND © 


Tine 25°36 fuse U.S. #14) wire from the resistor on the firewall te the cx 


CO TORS 


solder the two together. Cut the high tension (H_T.) wire 
to a generous length and avoid crossing the wires as thev 
are pulled through * The wires must be threaded 
through the horn ve distributors. Solder the new 
wires to the old to them through. Check each wire 
with an ohmmeter for the connections and at the same time 
check the resistant the chassis to insure against 
Any color except black is nen- 
in penalties at judging. After 
wefully remove the old marking 
ferrules, by cuttin he wire close to eaen side and 
gently pressing ( remamder. Thev are extremely 
fragile. Usea silicon sticant or soapy water on the ends 
of the new wires and ™ he Terrules into place. The O.D. 
of the wire can be decreased a small amount by stretching 


damage to the insulatic 
kosher and apt fo 
identitving the wirt 


the insulation on the but do not use enough foree to 
break the wire strands inside. 

To attach the wit to the distributor, unscrew the 
knurled plastic connecicor /.86638 (Fig. E-31), strip about 
‘s’’ of insulation trom the H.T. wire and pass the bare 
end through the hole in the connector. Cut the wire to a 
length sufficient to spread over the face of the connector, 
but not interfere with the threads. Those on the old spark 
plug connector are simply screwed on, after cleaning out 
the old wire from the interior. 


If the old wire is #ood but discolored, a quick wipe 
with a rag soaked in lacquer thinner will clean them up. 


SPARK PLUG CONNSCTORS 


The connectors originally fitted to the car are very 
prone to pop off and give an arcing noise with danger of 
a fire. This was partly corrected by supplying a longer 
ferrule £.89430 to screw onto the spark plug, but these 
are no longer available It is suggested that more modern 
connectors such as fit ed in the Silver Clouds or Silver 
Shadows be used. These are easier to attach and less 
likely to pop off. Thosw onthe exhaust side have the same 
tendency but are easier to recognize and replace. They 
can be kept to maintai ‘he original appearance. 


Fie, E31 The ignit’s connectors, Left and center are 
those on the distribulc: cap. Left is for the spark plug 
wires; center is fur the wire fo the coil. On the right is 
the s park plug connecto, Itis advised that this be changed 


to a modern type, as fed tu Silrer Clouds and Shadows. 


also runs through this loom. 


31 


REPLACING SPARK PLUGS, 


REPLACING THE SPARK PLUGS 


The spark plugs should be screwed into position before 
the cylinder head is replaced. This serves to keep lost 
nuts and washers from falling into the cylinder. This is 
especially prone to occur in the inside banks. New copper 
or aluminum washers should be fitted to the spark plugs, 
the plugs run down until snug and then tightened another 
% turn, If a torque wrench is used, tighten them to 20-25 
ibs. ft. A tight plug is necessary to seal the combustion 
chamber for reasons previously given, but over-tightening 
may strip the threads. 


REPLACING THE HEADS 


The most difficult job is to replace the pipes under 
the heater box. This becomes almost impossible with both 
heads in place. Our plan will be to replace one head, the 
items in the center and finally the second head. The job 
will be easier if the carburetter is out of the way, and its 
base removed from the heater box. 


With all valves in place, inspect the cylinder head and 
block faces for any nicks and carefully dress them down 
with a fine file held flat. Clean both intake and exhaust 
gasket surfaces, as well as the block and head faces of 
all traces of corrosion and cement. Oil the cylinder bores. 

Check the head gasket for damage during shipment. 
Note that the same gasket is used for both sides, simply 
beingreversed. Slip the gasket over the studs to check for 
alignment. Tap the studs out of line into place with a 
plastic hammer. Remove the head gasket and coat both 
sides with head gasket cement. Allow it to dry as the 
studs are coated with an anti-seize compound, available 
from automotive’ stores. Tie back the inboard ignition 
wires and plug connectors, so they are not crushed under 
the head. Position the copper and asbestos exhaust 
gaskets over the openings in the manifold. Remove the 
distributor cap and prop it out of the way. Slip the head 
gasket into position on the block and engage it over the 
oil passages. Place the copper-asbestos gaskets over the 
openings in the exhaust manifold, aligning them with the 
stud holes. With one person on each end, lift the head and 
lower it over the studs. Check that the face is not damaged 
by any misaligned studs. Rock the head and slide it down 
into position, guiding the exhaust studs into the openings 
in the manifold. Note that the holes for the center studs 
are round, while those for the end ones ure slotted. Be 
sure that the gaskets are in place. After checking that 
the carbon brush is in place in the top, replace the dis- 
tributor Gap. Oil the head studs and nuts, slip a plain 
washer over each, and run down the nuts. Do this in small 
phases, tightening from the center out in all directions. 
A tommy bar should be used to have a feel of the nut- 
tightness, being especially careful of any with a‘'mushy”’ 
feel. It is probably a stud stretching and is apt to snap 
off. When the nuts are snug, any that feel firm can be 
torqued up to a figure of 23% ibs. ft. 
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INTAKE PIPES AND HEADS B-25 


Rolls-Royce usually fastens the exhausi manifold with 
plain washers and steel nuts and allows corrosion to 
secure them. Generally these nuts must be cracked off. 
I use brass nuts and lock washers, which hold perfectly 
well and are easier to remove. 

Although the rocker arm assembly can be replaced at 
this time, it’s just as well to postpone it and do both 
sides at once. Replace the inboard spark plug connectors 
and the short ignition loom on the front of the head. 
The rocker cover should be put on to protect the valve 
mechanisin from dirt. 


THE INTAKE PIPES 


File down any nicks on the joint surfaces of the intake 
pipes. Pick out the proper gaskets, noting that those to 
the heater box are thicker than the others. Select the right 
screws. On the A,B&C series, those to the heater box and 
the middle joints of the intake pipes have a shank 1 1/8"" 
long. The 1 5/8"’ and longer ones go into the end flanges. 
Use anew 1/4"’ lock washer under each screw. If the joint 
surfaces are good, no gasket cement is required. The pipes 
going tothe head in place can be run down snug, but leave 
some slack in those to the head yet to be replaced. You 
Can put on all the pipes to the heater box at this time. 
Note that the nearside rear pipe has the pivot for a control 
rod to the carburetter. 


Lift the assembly into place, position the gaskets and 
run in the proper screws, with new lock washers. Don't 
forget the air cleaner bracket under the top rear screw. 
A thin-wall 4’’ BSF socket and an open-end spanner cut 
to a short length is a necessity for these screws. 

Replace the drain pipes under the heater box and make 
preparations to install the second head. Tie back the 
ignition wires and connectors. Remove the distributor cap. 


INSTALLING THE SECOND HEAD 


The second head is installed as was the first, but 
take care not to foul the intake pipes. As soon as the head 
is in place, reattach the inboard spark plug connectors. 
With the slack left in the intake pipes, there should be 
little difficulty slipping in the gaskets and running in the 
screws. It is generally a good idea to start all screws in 
mating parts before tightening any. The intake screws must 
be very tight or annoying intake whistles occur. 

Replace the pipes from the heater box to the water rails. 
Release the thermometer bulb from where it was stored, 
fit the new rubbers and replace. Note that one rubber goes 
into the cap and the other goes into the opening in the 
head. Use plenty of rubber lubricant and be very careful 
not to damage the bulb. Hold it across the flats at the 
upper end as the nut is tightened, 

All nuts and screws for the car were chemically treated 
to blacken them. Cadmium plated were not used until after 
the war. The parts can be refinished in the same manner. 
A good plater should be able to lead vou to a source. Ask 
him about ‘‘Parkerizing’’. You probably could do it vour- 


£-26 ROCKER ASSEMBLY. 


Spacers 


VALVE CLEARANCE 


Rocker Arm 


Pig, P32 


sett with a preparation such as ‘Blackmax’’ made by 
MacDermid, Inc. 526 Huntingdon Ave., 
06720, T usually keep a spray can of black dull lacquer 
handy, spray a bit into a cup and touch up each ont and 
setcw with a brush, after they are in place. U.S. lock 


washers will fit and they can be obtained black finished. 


REPLACING THE ROCKER ASSEMBLY 


Check the numbers on the rocker pedestals aud phice 
theminto position, engaging the locating dowel in the hols 
in the bettem. Get out the push rods and inspect them for 
straightness by rolling over a sheet of glass. Check ihe 
onds and dress down any nicks. Insert the ball eud into 
Ws proper opening in the head, checking that it is returned 
to Uie same place it was removed from. See page E-9 fer 
locating the numbers on the stems. Engage the ball end 
into the cam follower. There should be a distinct feel of 
engagement and you should not be able to move the push 
tod side to side in any direction. Refer to the centerfold 
blueprint for details of the fitting into the cam followers. 


Check the numbers on the rocker assembly for match ou 
the pedestals and prepare for remounting. If vou buve ubout 
six pair of hands, the hydraulic rocker assembly 
replaced with only moderate difficulty. It is suggested that 
all paris be brought into position and tied over a dowel as 
shown in Fig. E-32, The openings for the studs can be 
aligned by 5/16" screws, Slack off the push rod adjusting 
screws, place the rocker assembly over the studs and work 
It down into position. Check repeatedly that the eccentric 
arms aud push rod adjusting screws are properly located. 
Untie the dowel and pick out the 5/16" screws, place a 
tapered washer over each stud and run down the screws. 
Work from the center out, tightening in small amounts, until 
the nuts ure very tight. A service note at one time told of 
broken rocker shafts from loose nuts on the studs. 


can be 


ADJUSTING THE VALVE CLEARANCE 


This is fairly straight forward on the solid tappet cars. 


2 a 
Aligning Screws 


Waterbury, Conn. 


“Eccentric Arms °¢ 


An A,B&C series rocker arm tied up for replacement, This is not necessary on the D series. 


The lock uut on the adjusting screw is loosened and the 
tappet wrench used to adjust the clearance to .010"’. I use 
x .010’'—.012"’ feeler gauge. This has un overall thickness 
of .912"" with a .010" flat ground on it. Adjust until the 
.010"’ passes through, but the .012" will not. On the cars 
with hydraulic tappets, adjustment is a little more com- 
plicated. The valve needle is inserted in the plunger and 
the check valve depressed as the plunger is bottomed in its 
case. The eccentric arm is held down with a wood stick as 
the clearance is adjusted to .015’. This usually requires 
two pairs of hands to accomplish. 


] adjust one bank of tappets at a time. working front 
to back. Consider each cvlinder us a unit and that when 
one valve is on full lift, the other must be closed. The 
crankshaft may be turned by the hand crank or simpler, 
use the starter motor but leave the ignition switch off. 
Thus. have someone touch the starter button short times 
until the opposite valve in the cylinder is full open and 
adjust the clearance on the one that is closed. Mark each 
rocker arm with a piece of chalk after finishing. Move to 
the next valve, turn over the ensine until its mate is 
open and adjust the clearance on the closed one. There 
will be a distinct slackness in the rocker arm when the 
valve is closed. When the adjustment has beeu set, run 
down the lock nut and recheck the clearance, since wear 
in the threads mav change it when the nut is tightened 
down, By nomeans, attempt to quiet the engine by reducing 
the valve clearance. You should by now be well aware of 
the damage that can be done by valves that fail te seat. 
AS Frank Cooke has told me. it is better to hear valves 
than to smell them. 


Mr. R. Haynes (R-R, Ltd.. Hythe Road) suggests another 
method shown in Fig. E-33. 


Replace the top radiator hoses. Let the stripes show 
as proof that they are genuine. I like the U.S. stainless 
steel hose clamps, but cut ends to proper length and dress 
them smooth. Put the clamping mechanism on the inside 
with the screw slot facing up. 


33 


STARTING THE ENGINE 


TAPPET ADJUSTMENT - PHANTOM ID 


.O15 
O19 


Running clearances: Hydraulic tappetsa 
Solid tappets 
Firing order: 


Al BE A4 B3 A2 ° BS AG Bl Aj B4 AS B2 
Exhaust valve | 


just closed 


Both valves 


closed 


A MATTER OF ADJUSTMENT 

The quick way with Phantom I tappete ia to adjust one bank at a time, 
disregarding the overall firing order. 

Consider the bank aa two halves, frout and back, each compriatng ex 
rockers. On thia basta, whenever any two rockere in one half are on 
full Lift, both valves of one cylinder in the same half will be full seated. 
This state of affaira ia created alternately in the [ront and back halves 
at crankahaft intervals of 120°, 

Start by getting two of the front six rockera on full Lift, aod adjugt 
the pair of closed valves in the same group. Then turn the cranksbaft 
120° go that two of the back six rockers are on full Lift, and do the pair 
of closed valves in that group. Alternate tetween the front aix and the 
back six until all twelve have been done; this involves two complete turns 
of the crankehaft. 

Remember thar the rocker covers ary handed, sa don't mix them up, 
If in doubt, the marks A aod B appear on facinga tnside the covers, 

RH. 


Fig. E-33 A method of adjusting the tappets proposed by 
Mr. R. Haynes (R-R, Lid., Hythe Road). This illustration 
is from the R.R.E.C. Bulletin. 
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STARTING THE ENGINE 


Before starting the engine check that all parts have been 
replaced and that all screws and nuts are tight, Change the 
oil and drain and flush out the bottom tappet chamber by 
using the tap over the oil level indicator. Clean all filters 
and refill with oi1. Pour two quarts of the required amount 
over the rocker mechanism to fillthe bottom tappet chamber. 
Do not fill the radiator at this time. Turn the engine over 
a few times by starter with the ignition off to check that 
everything is operating properly. Now crank it up. You 
will need to further prime and bleed the hydraulic tappets 
to settle them down. They should not oscillate. 


Allow the engine to fully warm, then add two cans of 
“BRahr's Leak’' to the radiator and fill with water. If vou 
have fitted water filters, they should have been cleaned. 
Run the engine for about two hours and then drain out the 
coolant and fill with 60% Prestone. When you are convinced 
that everything is in good order, replace the rocker “covers 
with the new gasket and run down the dome head screws , 
a flat washer going under each. 

Since the head gasket will tend to crush with time, 
the cylinder head studs should be retorqued after about 
100 miles. Since this will change the valve clearance. 
it should be reset. 
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The rocker shajt for the A.BEC series. Note that the original name of the car was Spectre. 
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Fig. E-35 View's of the D series head. 


Fissres E20 B22 and E-22 were reproduced wath svedithe coons fom Vata Puedes aud Ploctr al Syvsicms, 
trh dd, Pe7 bs kind perassion of The Hearst Cerys 


35 


0% X) ae = 


\} Te 


Compiled and Produced in the Modern & Highly Efficient Offices of the Praeclarvm Publishing Company. 


